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Thanks to her tenacity, her skill 
at bringing people together, 
her ability to think strategically 
and her deep commitment, 
she leaves an invaluable legacy 
not only to Université de 
Saint-Boniface (USB) but 
the entire Francophone 
community in Manitoba.

Raymonde was born in 
St. Pierre-Jolys, south of 
Winnipeg, and grew up 
with four brothers and four 
sisters. While the future of the 
Francophone community has 
always been a priority for her, 
it is in the field of education, 
in which she has laboured 
tirelessly for almost 30 years, 
that she leaves her greatest 
legacy. Before becoming 
president, she worked 
successively as a high school 
teacher, a high school principal, 
a professor and then a director 
of various departments within 
her alma mater.

The following pages pay 
tribute to Raymonde Gagné, 
a woman of action, of 
conviction, but most of all, 
a woman of heart.

As the first female president in the history of 
Université de Saint-Boniface, Raymonde Gagné, 
or simply “Raymonde” as she likes to be called, 
transformed the institution during her 11-year term.
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I had the immense pleasure of working for nearly six 
years with the president, Raymonde Gagné, and it is a 
privilege for me to pay tribute to a colleague and friend 
who has always put her heart and soul into USB and has 
never lost faith in its future. 

She is an exceptional individual 
with countless qualities: 
a woman of action, a keen 
strategist, a brave visionary, 
and we hold her in high regard 
for her genuineness, her 
diplomacy, her commitment 
and fierce loyalty. She is 
responsible for some impressive 
achievements, such as the 
rapid growth of USB’s health 
programs, the construction 
of the Marcel-A.-Desautels 
pavilion, and the institution 
obtaining full university status.

What impresses me most about 
Raymonde, however, is her 
commitment to the community. 
Under her leadership, USB 
has invested fully in the 
community that surrounds 
it, supports it, and saw its 
creation and growth. Despite 
her weighty responsibilities at 
USB, Raymonde always made 
time for local organizations. 
She cultivated that privileged 
relationship between USB and 
the community every day of the 
year by being receptive to new 
ways of working together and 
new approaches to community 
development.

Dear Raymonde, by supporting 
the development of tomorrow’s 
leaders, you highlighted USB’s 
crucial role in the development 
of your community. On behalf of 
that community and the Board 
of Governors, thank you for 
everything!

Léo Robert
Chair of the Board of Governors 

An Exemplary Collaborative Approach
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Outstanding Achievements
Raymonde Gagné’s term as president was marked by 
constant growth of Université de Saint-Boniface and the 
completion of several major projects.

Here are some of her most noteworthy accomplishments:

* In 2009, she launched 
the VISION campaign, the 
largest fundraising campaign 
in USB’s history, which 
generated $18 million for 
the construction of the  
Marcel-A.-Desautels pavilion, 

an ultramodern building that 
houses the health sciences 
and social services programs. 
The success of that ambitious 
campaign substantially 
boosted USB’s health training 
and research capacity.

* Under Raymonde Gagné’s able 
leadership, the former Collège 
universitaire de Saint-Boniface 
officially became Université de 
Saint-Boniface in June 2011. 
This prestigious status allows 
USB to broaden its horizons by 
facilitating the establishment 
of partnerships with other 
Canadian universities and 
various organizations dedicated 
to the development of the 
Francophone community.

Raymonde Gagné is a 
former USB graduate 
and remains deeply 
committed to her alma 
mater. She obtained 
a Bachelor of Arts in 
1976 and a teaching 
certifi cate in 1977 from 
Collège universitaire de 
Saint-Boniface before 
pursuing graduate studies 
at the Université de Moncton 
(N.B.), where she completed 
a Master of Business 
Administration in 1983.

to the development of the 
Francophone community.
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* She developed a plan 
to recruit international 
students from French-
speaking countries in 
Africa and Europe, and 
an integration strategy 
was required to meet the 
needs of this growing 

* Concerned about the shortage 
of healthcare professionals able 
to provide service in French, 
Raymonde Gagné focused 
on developing USB’s health 
and social services programs. 
In the early 2000s, she was 
also instrumental in creating 
the Consortium national de 
formation en santé, a national 
network of French-speaking 
postsecondary institutions that 
is geared to providing training 
programs and supporting 
research in the health field.

“ It has been a pleasure to work alongside Raymonde Gagné 
as partners in developing the post-secondary system in 
Manitoba. She is always a thoughtful, wise and gracious 
colleague and leader. Her vision for a stronger sense of 
institutional identity led to the transition from Collège 
universitaire de Saint-Boniface to Université de 
Saint-Boniface, setting a direction that will continue to 
shape aspirations and developments. Her success as a 
fundraiser has brought renewed vitality to the campus.”

David T. Barnard, Ph.D.
President and Vice-Chancellor, University of Manitoba

“Raymonde is welcoming, approachable and sensitive to the needs of 
others. She cares about the well-being of her colleagues and has even 

been known to keep them company in the emergency room in the 
early hours of the morning. She is courageous and competitive and 
undaunted by challenges. She is conscientious and effective, and a 

visionary who never loses sight of the human side of things. She is an 
engaged citizen who gives tirelessly to her community. She is honest 

and upright but also frank. Her family and friends are extremely 
important to her. She has a wonderful sense of humour and contagious 

enthusiasm. She knows how to laugh and have fun. For those reasons 
and many more, she will be greatly missed!”

Roland Saurette
Colleague and friend

population. During her term, 
USB purchased buildings 
that were converted to 
student residences, thereby 
providing international 
students with a rich and 
positive experience in a 
Francophone environment.
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Raymonde’s cooperative nature, her ability to rally 
stakeholders and her skill at meeting the needs of 
today’s internationally oriented youth are strengths that 
are universally respected and admired by her peers. 

At the community level, 
Raymonde is keenly interested 
in economic development and 
health care. She has played 
an active role on several 
committees and boards, 
and became involved at the 
very start of her career in the 
creation and implementation 
of many projects that 
were successful thanks to 
her leadership.

Her involvement includes 
helping found the Chambre 
de commerce francophone de 
Saint-Boniface and the Centre 
de santé Saint-Boniface. She 

also played a part in creating 
the Conseil communauté en 
santé du Manitoba, now called 
Santé en français. She has had 
or continues to have ties with 
various councils, organizations 
and establishments such as 
the St. Boniface Hospital, 
the Société franco-manitobaine 
and the Government of 
Manitoba’s Advisory Council 
on Workforce Development.

At the invitation of Manitoba 
Premier Greg Selinger, 
Raymonde Gagné sat for two 
years on the Order of Manitoba 
Advisory Council. In 2012, 

she was awarded the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal for exemplary service to 
her community and country. 
In 2014, she was inducted into 
the Order of Manitoba, the 
province’s highest honour.

“Raymonde, THANK YOU 
for your commitment 

to the community, your 
perseverance in improving 

French-language healthcare 
services in Manitoba and 

your active participation on 
various health-related boards. 

You have played a vital role 
in the training of healthcare 

professionals in our province. 
Current and future graduates 

will be forever grateful for 
the incredible amount of 

work you have accomplished. 
You are an outstanding and 

thoughtful leader who always 
puts the community’s interests 

fi rst, while demonstrating 
humility, fl exibility and a 

profound respect for others.”

Lorette Beaudry-Ferland
Chair, Catholic Health 

Corporation of Manitoba

Daniel Lussier
Chief Executive Offi cer, Catholic 
Health Corporation of Manitoba

Serving Her Community and Province
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Raymonde Gagné is a gifted strategist, an individual able 
to bring people together around a cause, and a tireless 
worker. She played an active role in pan-Canadian 
networks and organizations dedicated to expanding 
access to French-language postsecondary education in 
minority settings.

Examples include the Réseau 
des cégeps et des collèges 
francophones du Canada, 
Centre canadien de leadership 
en évaluation, the Association 
of Universities and Colleges 
of Canada, and the Canadian 
Institute for Research on 
Linguistic Minorities. Through 
those networks, an exceptional 

working team has enabled the 
successful implementation 
of many projects, including 
the establishment of a joint 
postsecondary studies program 
that improves access to college 
and university studies in French 
from one end of the country to 
the other.

During her time as president, 
Raymonde Gagné also 
significantly enhanced USB’s 
capacity for development, 
research and training, an 
invaluable asset for attracting 
students and professionals from 
across the country. By forging 
and consolidating major 
partnerships with key provincial 
and national actors, she increased 
USB’s visibility.

“Raymonde raised USB’s profi le to the national level. 
She is consistently well-prepared and calm, thoughtful in her 

approach and articulate in presenting her ideas, which earned 
her a fi rst-rate reputation in academic circles. Her leadership and 
diplomacy played a decisive role in ensuring peer cohesion in the 

Consortium national de formation en santé and the creation of the 
Association des collèges et universités de la francophonie canadienne. 

She will be diffi cult to replace.”

 Dominic Giroux
 President and Vice-Chancellor, Laurentian University

Co-chair, Consortium national de formation en santé

Access to Studies in French across Canada
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“Raymonde is a caring 
and thoughtful woman, 
an active participant in 
the development of her 
community, a dedicated 
mother of two boys, a 
loyal friend, a beloved 
sister, an accomplished 
professional and a 
respected administrator. To 
me, she has earned a place 
of choice in her family, 
her community and her 
workplace.”

 Bernard Gagné
 Brother

To mark Raymonde’s contribution to USB’s development and the 
invaluable legacy she leaves to the Franco-Manitoban community, 
the renowned philanthropist  Marcel A. Desautels has created a 
scholarship fund in her name. Each year, one scholarship and one 
Raymonde Gagné award will be given to nursing and social services 
students who have achieved outstanding academic results.

“Raymonde is a friend and a 
person with a huge heart. 
She is intelligent and very 

gentle. I am grateful to have 
had her as a friend for 

40 years. She is passionate 
about serving others and 

provides unconditional support. 
Her values and authenticity 
guide her decision-making. 

She believes in the goodness 
and potential of those around 

her. She draws on extensive 
knowledge and know-how 
and is not afraid to share 

her opinions and convictions, 
which she embodies with 

integrity. She is a wonderful 
listener and a wise and loving 

presence. I am grateful to have 
her in my life.”

Bernice Parent
Friend

A Scholarship Fund in Honour 
of Raymonde Gagné
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“Raymonde and I are each other’s 
guardian angels. She is attentive, 

supportive, present, protective, wise and 
helpful. I learn something new from her 

every day, and I cherish those discoveries. 
I owe a great deal to you Raymonde, 

my guardian angel. And in turn, I have 
strived to be there for you in times of 

happiness and sorrow. May we always be 
there for each other. You are very  

dear to me, Raymonde. I love you.”

Rachel Bradet
Colleague and guardian angel

Celebration in honour of  
Raymonde Gagné

President from 2003 to 2014

MAY 22, 2014


